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Overcoming religiosity Religion Today

Overcoming secularity Understanding complex issues

Developing critical methods Police, media, politics, civil service, research
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1. Hermeneutic method
2. Deciphering God

3. Small group discussion

Files available for download from:
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The Boondocks

ADRESSING A GROUP OF HIGH SCHOOL
STUPENTS N NEW JERSEY, PRESIDENT

FUSH ASKED TEENAGERS TO WHP A
VIGILANT EYE QUT FOR TERRORISTS .

hermeneutic method

Hermes: Messenger God

Paul Ricoeur
(b. 1913 — d. 2005)

*The Rule of Metaphor

eInterpretation Theory: Discourse
and the Surplus of Meaning

i
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The Boondocks

WARNING THAT THE MEXT TERRORIST ATTACK
COURD BE “THE BOME.™ STUDENTS CHEERED.

hermeneutic method

How do we understand any form of
communication?

What are the means by which | grasp meaning?

hermeneutic method

Language is metaphorical
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Richard is a lion
The universe is a machine

You are the salt of the earth

hermeneutic method

Merriam-
Websters

Collegiate
ey

1. Words are abstract (semiotic)

hermeneutic method

The abstract dimension
of words gives them their
range of possibility
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hermeneutic method

“The dog was the bomb.”

“| ate a dog in the park
today.”

hermeneutic method

2. Words are concrete (semantic)
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“l was watching MTV and
the dog in the park was
rapping bomb yo.”

hermeneutic method

The concrete dimension
clarifies the abstract

hermeneutic method

Good interpretation
occurs when we correctly
correlate the abstract
definition with the
concrete context.
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hermeneutic method

Rapping Bomb

Rhyming \M
-

A hip hop expression of

We / affirmation

Poetically winging to a
hip hop beat

Rapping Dog
Rhyming
- - Snoop Dog
Poetically wmglngV
a hip hop beat “Hui-Beg’
Pet-Rag

Bomb

A hip hop expression MTV
e.g. cool

Music Television
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What is meant by God?

What is meant by religion?

How do we really listen to what religious traditions are saying? LiermeneuticiapproachitojReligiousiEhenomens
1. Careful analysis of the cultural linguistic symbols
2. Careful study of the contexts in which those symbols “make sense”

3. Limitirrelevant abstractions that do not relate to concrete contexts

décqpherrng

Separation between Church and State

Bush’s favorite philosopher?

Vishnu

Small Group Discussion

Groups of 4-5
Nominate a spokesperson

Work through questions (you may not have time for all)
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So they said to him, "What are you going to give us then, so

that we may see it and believe you? What work are you

performing? Our ancestors ate the in the

is written, 'He gave them ¢ i from to eat.” Then Jesus

said to them, "Very truly, | tell you, it was not who gave ¢ is the of the heavens and the earth. The
you th f but it is my Father who gives you the parable of Hi s as if there were a © and
true from For the i of God is that which within it a lamp; the Lamp enclosed in Glass; the
comes down from he: and gives life to the world.” They said glass a brilliant star, lit from a bless

to him, "Sir, give us this always." Jesus said to them, "l am Olive neither of the i nor of the whose Oil
th of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and is well-nigh luminous though fire scarce touched it.
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” — John 6.30-35, oth guide whom He will to
NRSV

3.7.15 'That which, resting in all gs, is other than al 4
which al not know; of which all are the body;

rom within: this is your self, the inner

. 3.7.23 ..'lItis the unseen seer, the
unheard hearer, the unthought-of thinker, the unknown knower.
Other than this there is no seer; other than this there is no hear
other than this there is no thinker; other than this there is no
knower. This is your self, the inner what
is other than this is ¢ i aka [Great Forest]
Upanishad
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